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since been often reprinted11; and Barnard elsewhere spoke of John-
son's kindness (characteristic, as we know) to so young a man as he
then was. Johnson wrote in the same year two letters relating to the
Library to Mr. Weston, perhaps Stephen Weston, though the latter
was then a very young man. These three letters are now in the
Museum, having been presented in 1916 by Lady Wernher. In that
to Barnard Johnson, while advising on the classes of literature which
might be best sought in each of the countries he was to visit, dwelt
on what was to become one of the distinctions of the King's Library,
the beginnings of typography, and says that of frequently published
books "a royal library should have the most curious edition, generally
the first (he might have said that the first was often the most accurate
also) the most splendid, and the most useful, generally one of the
latest." And he recommended feudal and civil law, calling the latter
"a regal study." Each literature must be sought in its own country;
the classics might be found anywhere. Maps should be collected'
locally.
Barnard followed Johnson's advice. The subjects to which he was
advised to pay attention are just those in which the King's Library
is strong. The geographical section grew to great size, and required
a separate catalogue. The incunabula were very numerous and in-
cluded a large proportion of works from the first presses, in very
good copies. The King received gifts of early English printed books,
an especially fine one in 1782 from Jacob Bryant, the antiquary,
who was his friend and neighbour at Farnham Royal; and the only
perfect copy of Caxton's Aesop was bequeathed to him by a Mr.
Hewett of Ipswich. At West's and Asfcew's Sales in 1773 and 1775
he bought largely; from the former he obtained several of his fine
series of Caxtons and the Mainz Catholicon^ and from the latter early
Italian books.
It was stated in the House of Commons report at the time of the
transfer that the King's Library was richest in classics, English his-
tory, Italian, French and Spanish literature and in early printed
books. It had been reported by the Trustees that the Museum
Library, then amounting to about 125,000 volumes, would be
greatly strengthened by the addition of-the King's Library in the
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